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News Brief  
  
 The Executive Committee of the National Economic Council (ECNEC) has approved the 'Dhaka-Ashulia Elevated 

Expressway' project involving an estimated cost of Tk 16,901.32 crore aiming to ease traffic congestion in and around the 

capital. The approval came from the weekly ECNEC meeting held at the NEC conference room with Prime Minister 

Sheikh Hasina in the chair. Of the total project cost, Tk 12,402.65 crore will come from the national exchequer while the 

rest of Tk 22,164.69 crore as project assistance. 

 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has reiterated Bangladesh's call to the United Nations (UN) and the international 

community to take immediate and effective measures for a permanent solution to the protracted Rohingya crisis. She made 

the call in a message on the occasion of the United Nations Day yesterday. The Premier said, UN Day is being observed 

worldwide this year while hundreds of thousands of Rohingyas are entering Bangladesh to flee ethnic cleansing in 

Myanmar. These people must be able to return to their homeland in safety, security and dignity, she added.  

 Myanmar has agreed to take back the Rohingya people, forced out of their homes in the Rakhine state and side by 

side with implementing the Kofi Annan Commission's recommendations. Both Myanmar and Bangladesh would form a 

joint working group in this regard by November 30. A decision to this effect was taken yesterday at a bilateral meeting 

held at the Home Ministry level between Bangladesh and Myanmar on security and law enforcement matters at 

Naypyidaw. Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan led Bangladesh delegation at the meeting. Two MoUs were signed with 

Myanmar to fetch security cooperation and set up border liaison office in respective countries. 

 German Foreign Minister Sigmar Gabriel and Japanese Foreign Minister Taro Kono are scheduled to visit 

Bangladesh in the third week of November.  The two foreign dignitaries are scheduled to reach Dhaka on November 18 on 

separate two-day official tours. The German minister is likely to visit Rohingya camps in Cox’s Bazar to see the plights of 

forcibly displaced Myanmar nationals on the ground. The two FMs are likely to hold separate bilateral meetings with their 

Bangladesh counterpart AH Mahmood Ali. The two foreign dignitaries are also expected to separately call on Prime 

Minister Sheikh Hasina. The German, Japanese and Bangladesh Foreign Ministers are also scheduled to fly for Myanmar 

on November 19 to join foreign minister-level conference of the Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM). 

 After the European Union (EU), the United States has also undertaken punitive measures against the Myanmar 

security forces for their alleged atrocities committed against Rohingyas in Rakhine state, bordering Bangladesh. At the 

same time, Washington is considering imposition of targeted sanctions over the brutal treatment of Rohingyas. The 

measures announced on Monday are imposing travel ban on current and former senior leadership of Myanmar military, 

consideration of economic options, declaration making the units and officers involved in operations in Rakhine ineligible 

to receive or participate in any US assistance programme and cancellation of invitations for senior officials of Myanmar 

security forces to attend Washington-sponsored programmes. 

 Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has named Bob Rae as his special envoy with the responsibility to engage 

diplomatically to resolve the Rohingyas crisis. Mr. Rae is due to begin his work immediately to address the crisis in the 

Myanmar's Rakhine State. 

 Secretary General of International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) Elhadj As Sy arrives 

today to see the Rohingya situation on the ground. Red Cross and Red Crescent operations are going on Cox's Bazar to 

help the Rohingyas. 

 Speaker Dr. Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury has said, UNDP as a development partner could play significant role to help 

Bangladesh in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). She said this at a function arranged for signing a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the UNDP at her JS office in Dhaka yesterday.  

 European Ambassador in Dhaka Rensje Teerink has said, there is still a lot of work to do in the coming years to 

implement the Paris Agreement, and deliver action on the ground to make the ambitious targets a reality. The Envoy said 

this as she was addressing the inaugural session of a daylong seminar titled 'Bangladesh and EU Dialogue on Climate 

Change: Global Perspective, Policies and Actions' in Dhaka. Foreign Secretary Md Shahidul Haque attended the event as 

the chief guest. Environment and Forests Secretary Istiaque Ahmad and Chairman of Palli Karma Sahayak Foundation 

(PKSF) Dr Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad also spoke. 

 The Cabinet Division has declared Bangladesh Secretariat a smoke-free zone and asked the secretaries of all the 

ministries to make sure that no one smokes in the country's administrative hub. The decision was taken as part of Prime 

Minister Sheikh Hasina's announcement to bring the tobacco consumption to a zero level by 2040. 

 The key index of Dhaka Stock Exchange, DSEX, dropped 0.23 per cent or 13.93 points to finish at 5,968.02 points 

yesterday. 
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